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‘'WHY PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT?

o«
L.l

. By Bruno V. Manno, Ph.D.
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Address given before a gégéral session of the National
Forum of Catholic Parent Organizations (NFCPO) of the
Natiomal Catholic Educational Asseciation on Tuesday,
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I want to begin my presentation with a definition and a

warning. - The definition concerns what I .think we are about

"during this Convention--namely,( adult education. Now, keep

in mind ‘this definition I propose is not what.some call aca-

" *

demic. It makes sense to me though, -and my intuition is

thaﬁ it‘wili make sense to you. ﬂdult eéucétion is what
‘happens in the home when parents have teenage kids. And as
much as we may not want to admlt 1t it's not only the teen-
age‘kids who. get educated! | .
| ﬂhch:oﬁ the education we receive as adults is in the
school 'of "hard knocks" . - It is the{e we get on the job;
-~ traihing in cr;ses managemeﬁ£ as we move fr..n one crisis
to'another. All of you 12 the aédience who either have fa-

milies or work with families know what I mean.

. Settings like this Convention offer an opport...ity to
reflect more critically on important issues in Catholic

. -
education. I appreciate the opportunity to be with you and

. ~

thank those responsible for inviting me and giving me the

time to share with .you some thoughts on'™yhy Parental In-

volvement?". ) ) . '
- . ' " -
Now,K to my warning--and I cons 1der,£his a double-bar-

’

relxed warning. 1If you haven'<t alreacy guessed from hearing
my name and-lookin: at my features, I want yd¥ to know I .am

Qf Italian descent I tthK all oi you should further Know

A'

ER&C Value that herltag embrace it 1n'dlr£ezent wavs, and on

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




occaéidn,%flauht if. < 1 was not born in Italy, but my father
= . * . “
~ and his parents were. -y mother was the first in her genera-

tion to be born in this country. For better or worse--<and
1 think fogibétteflel cOme‘té-you with a certain set of
biaseé; présuppoéitions,‘beliefs about family, family'life,- fJ '
_pblitics; etc.'thgt come é;om this efhniélheritage.i I_make‘ ;‘ //(

no apologies £O0r this. To naraphrase the wisdom of Mark,

Twafh, the Qorst thing you can say about Italians is that
i - ) - L
they are.members of the human race just like the rest of us.
: o~ . .
I open with this comment about ethnic heritage so as

0 legitimate a point I want totmake——all of us have these = .
. o . %

»basic biases, presuppositions, and beliefs through which we
criticélly view and understand reality. *Though we may not
be caonscious of them, it is important to surface and Keep .

them in mind as we look. at some of the issues we discuss in

LA

this session.

-
]
¥

In my presentation Ifintenq t? state my biases. These .
are not off the cuff remarks but are arrived at by examing
- %

and critically reflecting on mf own and other's research in
th'e areas of value development, ethnicity, and what I like,
o

td call. the Catholic social Eﬁeory.
My emphasis on pluralism and diversity of perspective

i§,hot;to say there is nothing we hold in common. It is
only to say thpr% are, undoubtedly some differences in the

<

Q ! . )
Iﬂ{ﬂ}y we view things, especially when it'comes to questions of

Y -~ S
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-concreté strategies or styles. Iy ethnic instinéts lead me

to say that's okay. When properly nurtured,'pluraliém leadé_

to résponsible freedom'and the potemtfuse of power, notiFhe &’
deeth of factional diyiéiveness; Perhaps we ean-re—do Mark
Twain‘once.agein and say the worst t%inq you can say about -
any ef'us is that wefepe all'membere'of the hgmaﬁ-race! We

. . \
.Italiaﬁs are fond of being known as one of the,crazier card-

carrylnq member groups of that human race and enjoy our par—
kS e,
tlcrpatlon 1n.what we call la dolce v1ta. ‘ ,

Now to’ warnlng number two, also c0nnected with my ethnlc

heritage. - Whenever you put an Italian up on a platform ‘with
or without a migrophone--and we Italians dan't really need
™ -

microphones because we've all-got tremendous vocal cords--

_yeuftéke a risk. The risk is that we &11 begin to stray

from the platform where we are told to stand. At any moment

'we may begin to wave our hands and arms acting out symbolic’

~

» gestures-- of all types I mlght add—uand then flnally and

just as suddenly break into’ an aria from some opera. I pro-

+

mise to cqntarn myself and hope that you do not\say of me

.what one ShakeSpoarlan character says of another Q_Rlchard

II, "His tongue 1s now a stringless instrument..” (Act IT,

-~

Sc.1)
- In the. time allotted to me I will examin; three guestions.

1 think need to be discussed when looking at parental involve- 7“
/

'ment and parent organlzatlons. 1) Wwhat are values and how

“g@re they-transmitted? 2)(3Do present- day theorles of human

y



“tions? -/ .

"to more practlcal concerns --‘"putting together parent organi-:

~

development and the life cycle cfier a basis for develop- -
1ng a splrltuallty for parenting? 3) Does Catholié social ’

theory offédr any broad gu1dellnes or dlrectlonalltles that

-

need to be kepi in mind in puttlng togecher parent organiza- .

- | “ _ .
Thefe is a two fold logic to these three questlons. The
f B -

questions are, flrst, a movement from a disgxfssion whlch is

somewhat‘theoretical - values‘and velues/ transmission =-- /

+

o

zations. Second, I have focused on three words, that ar con1
f\

ne-ted Wleh the National Forum of CathOllC Parent Organizations

.

(NFCPO) —-- Par.nt, Cathollc and Organlzatlon. For me) paxent

*

correlates w1th my dlSCUSolOH of value Lransm1551on Catholicv

s o

with developing a Splrltuallty for parentlng, and organlza-

“tion with the gu1de11nea that arise from a Vnowledge and T .

understanding of Cutholld soc1al ‘theory. all thls is to

say the droppings of this mad Italian have a logicxénd method

tO themc . . .e . /

e

QUESTION I: WHAT ARE VALUES AND HOW ARE THEY, TRANSMITTED?
During - the course of an ordlnary day people constantly
respond to situatlonal demands by maklng dec151ons about

actions they will or Wlll not perform. The word "values" b

refers to those criteria or’ stdndarde which form the bases

¢’

L/
o

for our everyday ‘decisions. Values then are criteria or

[j{ﬂ:tandards in terms of which decisiouns are made. They are
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”

. ’ . b
affirmed and cherished fundamental priorities. = .

> A commitment to a system .of fundamental priorities --

—

e.g., justice, hope, trust, etc. -- results in a general set

.

of ethical principles -- e.g., act in ways which' are just,.

B K
¢ » . . Q,

P

v hépeful, trusting, etc. These ethical principles guide and’

help us discern specific ways of responding to the concrete

-«
"demands of a situation whe e a decision needs to be made.
_ ‘ .
. The common statement, "That person looks at the world
* . - ¢
through rose colored glasses" illustrates how values function
: : look a2t the world and deal with others. It seems

in human life. Values shade and coclor the way peoplekuse rose >me

‘colored glasses while others always use dark sun glasses --

* «they- are called bosses! . , -

The Latin‘'word from which .our word vyalue! derives illu- -

» )

strates how values effect us. ,}ﬁg literal meanlng is to be

i1
.

i
stroﬁg for a particular purposc. Values give us the strength

we.need to accompllsh a goal, an ambition or some other
i _} ] - )

important aim.
/5 Qur everyday language also conveye thls idea. After

d01ng somcthlng we. didn't think we could do we often say,

»

"

-2

"1 was Gmazed at how I somehow found the ;t »ngth.and courage
to do'it."_ Our.values provide us with the strength and
courage we need UQ do what at first may seem 1mposa1ble.

o Rellglous values are those.crlterla standards, or
: _ ~. £ R
prioritiesrwﬁﬁch put us ih touch with the transcendent
N1 4 '

-

gSource of all that exists. They are not something added &r

. N i . - -
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on to human life. THhey are al the core of what life is really
. L] . ' . . ' /
all about. From the Catholic Christian perspective religious

values are those human values which call us out of our swn '
self-centeredness-and invite us to’ trust other peqple; They
give us the power to become:more than what we are and direct

us to all that is good and ultimately of value to us as .hu-

3 b . . .
mans -- the-mystery of transcendence we call God.
) )
’ .The refraln from a song written in 1931 entltled ”As

Time Goes By" provides a helpfdl summary of our discussion ‘

.

thus far. The refrain says, "The fundamental things apply

as time goes by." Values -are those fundamental criteria

Qﬁich'give meaning adé%order to life. As time ‘goes by they

‘can be applied over and over again to many different and

;Cchanging situations.
7 '

¢

[ 4

'.How Do We Learn To Value?

'We learn to value in two ways. The first is more formal.

| e -

We are told or taught by means of precise verbal 1nstructlon

that certaﬂn thlngs are rlght and certain things are wrong.

¢ L)

In this way; 1nformat10n'1s 1mparted and we learn to skill~

fullyvpepiorm or avoil d performlng certaL&—adtiéns:

There is}anqther, more 1nformal"way we learn to value.
Let mé tell you a story to illustrate this point. A person =
- L .
wanted to teach a parrot how to say hello. After trying

\
unsuccessfully for several days the owner becamp vary angry

Q t the~uncooperat1va parrot. He reached intQ the cage,

L
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- . .
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choked and throttled it and threw it out of che house into

the back yard chicken coop for the night. ,

The next mornlng the owner ‘went to the coop to retrieve
‘ r

the parrot¢‘nd make one final attempt at teaching Lt to say
. b »
helLo before sending ‘it to parrot heaven. He walked into the

. coop and wasgihocked to see all but one ofrthe chickens
dead. ' This last one was being choked .and throttled by the
parrot who was heard sayrng, "Say hello say hello." ) ,

The point of the story'is obvious enough. What the

/;arrcf learned from' the owner was a behavior, and that% another

L

way all of us learn to value .—— by,gbserv1ng, 1m1tat1ng and

- fa

1nternatllzlng behaviors. Values then are often caught as,

v P o

well as.taught. They sneak in throudgh the back door when

T we are least aware we are "teaching” anythlng.
| This fact is especially true of young children who are
partlcularly prone to 1m1tate ‘other people's behavicrs For

those who don't believe this; I urge you to llsten to Ogden

-

Nash who said{ Oh,, what a tangled web do parents weave *when .~

they think their children are naive. . : LS

- In brief, then values are both taught and caught. - We

are taught them and catch them and teach them ahnd throw them

- -

-

- ln various communal settings. - The most lmportant cUmmunal
settlng within ﬁhlch a foundation 1s lald for the development
. of an adult value perspecti@e is that-one called ‘the féﬁlly.

o

Why is this true? Quite simpiy,'@e are alkl able to G

0.

-
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cnoose our frién@s or if clever enongh eecepe thoee who arel
dr;ging us.crazy, but we neither escape nor cnoose our own
famiIieé;: My mother alwayé said, “You're scnck with us, so '
learn tolirve with us." To paraphrase a fehilia;\ﬁtatement:
. for bett;r or for worse, whether rifh or"poor,funtiiaa perscn
;épes but‘on his or her own, pewple are stuck with ;nd begin
to develop rheir value system inthe_family setting. -

-

] The research being conducfquen'how value patterns apé.
-\f f . ) ' ) - r *
transmitted make this point clear. For exemple, the work :
. . . > ~ 2 . o
of Thomas Juster of the National-Bureau of Economic Research
¥ ’ ’

suggests some people are more economically succegssful in later

1
~

. life.because of claser and more intense attention received

durlng early- chlldhopd The research of the Reverend Andrew

1 LTI

~ Greeley and dllllam and Nancy chready of the Natlonal Oplhion

\d
Research Center at the University ofaChlcago shows people
“ R ]

get their fundamental rellglous outlook’ from thelr‘parents

especially the"iacher. Religious socializatlon,.then, is
. .. v 0 ’ ' -
primarily a paternal process. On the other hand the mother

is a more effectlve agent of political soc1allzatlon and al—

so has more rellglous influence on the faLher than he has

™ ) .r ; K Cr < W
fgn_her; This research further demonstiates the close con-

- "
b} - 4

nection betwcen being socialized into a religiocus meaning

4

systom and_ into a- partlcular sex role. ‘
. A

The Greeley- McCready research also dlscusses the roled

\ .
ethnicity plays 1in 1nfluenc1ng the tranam15qlon of vélues.
Q . T4

- - ¥ L] 3

’ - : .
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Its somewhat tnntatlve but nonetheless 1mportant'conclu510n

’

is that ethnic herltage sSeems to have an independent influ-
N,

ence outside 'the family sociallzatlon“enVLronment.

| As tentative eszsome of these'lindingsjmay be, this re-

search is’importent in a number of waye. It lg'certainly

important .to the né%ionfat largefaelgt begins to teke a long:
¢~ f

overdue look at national soical pdTicy.and family life and

neL@hborhood revitalization. It is-certainly important to
- the American Catholic community ii/it begins to grow up
_adult and-confront the new questions and new agenda inau-

qurated Hpy Vatican IL. And much, fare to ouﬁ‘interests here

» ] DA .
today, is of major 1nterest and concern to."any group that

A

plrlms to be a Natlonal Foruy of Cathollc Parcrt Organiza-
o ‘ g ) .. /7 , ‘
[ Lt A e e ‘. e

tions (NfCPO). . ' P

k]

PR

. From my‘perSpéctive this iesearch, taken ~r.om both

% ,'
seculdr ana rellgbous standpoant , 1s the best rationale

- 1 "

available for jusilfylng parenL organlzatlons and parental
\\ 2 -,
involvement 1in parent organlzatlons. This is so because 1t'

substantlates from the perspectlve of modern soc1al scierice

>

a fundamental bellef Qf’ ”atholii.educat;onal phllosophy —

A .
parents are the/pﬂimary ‘Jlue educators of thelr children.

/ \ * L2

This reSearch also challenges us to face. up to some. - w-

/

hard questlons that need to be reflected upon by thls grOup.

. - ~
-

Here are just a few- . o

: c\ . , - '
--Have you looked aq.and studied this research°
17¢ -t ¢

--Is it an importar¥4souree of information in your
] ¢, S ‘ :
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. --In what ways are you éipporting arnd encouraging
more research in these areas? \

S

. s ~-In what ways are you twisting the arms of Catho-

lic Universities toc do research in these areas?

N L --What are the implications of this research for the
) public policy issues NFCPO wants to positively

"inflvence? )
i{ There are numerous- other points that could be made and

questions that could be asked. [I invite the panelists pre-
senﬁ to come up with more questions as well as sudgest socme

' ~answers and future directions, no matter how tentative they

*

may be.

QUESTION II:. DU PRESENT-DAY THEORIES OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

A SPIRITUALITY FOR PARENTING?
| e AL X
Being .parents -has always begen a challenging business.

In our daj and are 1t is especially, challenging.

\;he popular mualcal Fiddler on the RJGf is a st01y"

B

about some of the conflicts "and challenges facing two Jew;sh

-

parents as they try to raise three!young'women.in a changing
world. Tevye, the father, oifers‘%n insight intq-how many -
people feel about their pa}enﬁing experience. He opens the
'story ?y saying by saying, "...in our little village of -
Anatevka ycu might say everyone of us.'is a fiddler on the

' \

roof J rying to scratch out a pleasant simple tune without
breaking his neck." He pauses thoughtfully for several se-

[R&Cconds and then with 'a twinkle in his eye bellowa out in a

o _ 13 .

AWD THE LIFE CYCLE.OFFER A BASIS EOR DEVELOPING
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, R Ny . £ - T
deep, rich voice a further reflertion combining both the pain
. b . -, . ‘ .

and-joy‘of manY‘y?ars.of édacation in the.schoql'qf.ﬁégg' -

.kr.ocks:' "It isnt easy!" | ' . i JV ~ ;ﬁ. S
\As it was.far Tevye, pé;ents today fi:é‘themgeivgggtfyind

t; ﬁcratch—oﬁt a pleasant §imple £unp.without breakind’theig

necks. The name of the tune 1is Liviﬁg‘a Decent Life, and as

a parent recently said: "It not only isn!t easy,iall'i ever
get is grief and more grief." ~ I'é N
_ - A

-

The pain and grief experienced by parents often leads

to some questions being askzd abocut thoir situation., On a

-

bad ‘day one of the most frightening questions.is always,

4

"Why.did I ever get into tiiis?" on a good day the question

remains the same, only you don't break into tears, after

< . ’
asking 1it. / : Ve
- ‘ '

To returk to our seccond question, I think preseﬁt—day

theories of the life-cycle do offer a basis for developing

a spirituality for/}arenting. Loteme briiefly expand upon -
- ' ‘l .

“ this. “

From the life—cyéle perspective, at the heart of the
parenting experiegcelis a basic tension between wanting to
codtrol and‘léarning wheﬁ to surrender, beiween wanting to

hold orn and lea:niﬁg to let go. This tenslon, a Hormal one,

is what leads to g}owth. The question underneath much of
. * -) -

r this tension parents. experience is this: how am I to express

the care and concern I have for what I have created, for ‘'what

L3

S -
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I have geeereéed?l o
Since qrowth in the family is from total helplessness at
blrth to relatlve 1ﬁdependence at maturity, the care and cenr
cern the parent manlf ssts for the ckild must become more and
more.intanglble._ Lt elghteen no one- wants to be drlten to
the dance by Még ét Dad. What is'apprdpriate a. one point
no longer is. L E - )
_Noy,gif this'is}the parenting experience described by

life cycle theorists, does the Catholic, Christian symbol

system speak to this experience? There are several answers’

possible to this question.i'Let me briefly outline two related

ones’.

Be;ng‘parents is dylnq to old self ln very concrete wayu.

The‘Striptures invite us to die to the old self. On the othcr
hand, we are assured that death is only another passage, for
in dying to the things of old, we egperionce new life.

| It 1is appropriate hege to describe and refer to the
Christglogy found in the Qetter to the Phillipians 2:6-11.°
It complements the}idea of dying\to the old self‘and moves

it.in anotheg direction. In it Christ Jesus 1s described

as having empbed hlmself To talk about self cmptylng is to

"talk about the everyday experience of human rclatlonshlps

and in.particular, parer cing. It 1s taQ talk about the every—

day journey and theg ,everyday passage from death to llfe, ‘from

" wounding to healing, from dyinq to rising.

. .1
A

M J “ N -
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What the Catholic, Christian symbol says about good

- parenting is that it is biodegratiblef\.lt has a b&ilt—in

disappearing dynamic. The best gift parents give to :.children
is a set of wingslwith which to fly away, to fly the coop!
+ ’ ) ‘

The Catholic, Phristian symbol system transforms this exper-

ience of dea*h and. 1oyfully announces out of death to -the

.0ld self conmes life -- the life of parents seeing their own

care anJ concern Lndure and be trans sferred to new relatlon—

'shipsh

As I ended my:first section with awn invitation to the

Lad

panelists, I enc¢ this section in the same manner. I invite
you to reflcct.rhoologically oﬁ your éxpericnqe of parenting.

What of the Chrlat1an symbmls ‘what of the Christian texts,

and 1in Dartlcular -what of the uCIlpLUfGS spoa?? “to your

experience of parenting? - ' 5

QU""TION III: DOES CATHOLIC SOCIAL’THEORY OFFER ANY BROAD
GUIDELINES OR DIRECTIONALITIES THAT NEED TO
BE KEPT IN MIND IN PUTTING TOGETHER PARENT
. ORGANTIZATIUNSY . .

The best way I can share with you m( insights into what

Catholic social theory involves is by tailing you two stories.
- ’

One concerns my Orandfathcr——Grandpa Vlc——and the other con-

cerns my recently dgceased 95 year younq grandmother——Nona

Anqela.ﬂ Their lives were 1mbued with and governed by the

’

basic tenets bf Catholic Social theory. I know, though,

Q 1S I say this, they are listening to me while enjoying the

J “18



delights of the so-called beatific vision and wondering,
"What the heli is he talking about?" Theyﬂwoulq Both bhrase
it just that way with my grandfather's version having & fsw

juicy expletives delated if it was to be repeated in- public.

#
Now to the stones.

Pol;tically,QGrandpé Vic was a loyal, staunch, card-

carrxigg Democratf “After said Demucrat fouﬁd‘himseif caught
in a political situation which demanded a quicﬁ‘but thought-
ful reversal of what hfthérto was an“unchanging;positfép, he
would shrug his shoulders énd say, '"Well, there's nothing :
more durable then the'provisibnal.” An intqrestiné reflec- =
tion.on the nced in this life and perhaps even in the nékt
fo} flexibilityq ,V- | .
Nona Angela came to this country many years ago. Wheni
asked wheré she wanted to.liVe her response wag,_"l really

don't care as long as I can walk back and forth to Cﬁurcb
8
" every morning." "
Those two stories get to the heart of Catholjic social

A

theory and its belief in‘smallgpss, flexibilityy provision-

. . ’ ' '
ality, @aileability, changability, negotiability, compromise, |,

-

& . K .
consensus, coalition building, and even big ¢ity machine = - -

/
Lo , . - . t4 .
politics. It stresses decentralization, local autonomy, .

freedom of choice, and voluntary associaticn. TheCatholic
. _ '
. social theory is summarized well :in E.F. Schumacher's phrase

@"small-is beautiful" and Andrew Greeley's phrase "no bigger

ERIC  : .

~
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than necessary"

3

Its three basic tenets are personalism, pluralism, and.
. - ~ »

‘the. principle of subsidiarity. Personalism invrlves a stress

-

on accessibility and face to face contact. It affirms - the
- v . ' .
~ fiundamental dignity of every person. On a concrete-level

it means, that when there is a hole in the street which by-
passes\Your house that needsfrepairing,you can call up@the
precinct capﬁain you know on a first-name basis and rest

~assured it will be repaired.- Pluralism affirms there 1s more

" »than one way to skLn the cat=;~ and on one is begrudged for

'_u51ng and taklng advantage of all the optlons.

-Subsidiarity'is a pr1nc1ple of. justice that‘views sqcieﬁy
as”essentially axeommunity of communities--diverse, inferre—'
lated, inter%ocking,‘small ae welr.as big. This community
of communities: T | .

1) strives to achieve a common ¢good based on sdcial

justice and . S N
2)- acts out of social charity.

No large community or institution in the hierarchical ~order-

A §

ing of the common good should pcrform a functlon that a. smal—

" ler one can more adequately perform. Hence the phrases’ -

3

‘small is beautiful and no bigger than necessary.

All of the terms referred to above p01nt in the direction

-’

- <

of afflrmlng the . need for Catholic parent organlzatlons work-

t
¢

1 1ng closely with Catholic schools and other out of school re-

i

cligious education programs. 19 .
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Originally I was éske' to speak about the tDo;s and
Dont's\of Parental Involveament'. It is only within the con-
téxt of what I have said-thus far on values, spirituality;
and the Catholic social theory that I now venture to .offer
some suggestlgns on do s and dont's.

. 1.) ‘Do form coalitions of like- minded peoplc both w1+h—

in and outside of the NFCPO (g,g. Candlerlghters handlcapged,

etc..) arougd spec1frc-;ssues_o£ concern, but don' t lipit
your attivities to coalftion buildihq and lcbbylng efforts.

2. Do glve people room to thlnk dlffcr ntly on questions
of congrete strateg}, and don't preach that those who disa-

gree' with the "official party line" stand in. peril of-losmng-

7

their immortal souls. The Catholic social theory allows .for

plurality of thpugﬁt, especially when it comes te concrete

IS ) -

strategles.

3.)"Do encourage persons other than varents with school
. «

age children to become part of your organlzatlons. There are
plenty of former parents .non—parents as well as non-Cath-

i
olics who believe in what you are d01ng. I am waiting for

the day when some Roman Cathollcs begin to organize those

older Catholics that are officially part ofrthe group we Eall
Jgenior Citizens" into Senior.ﬁower.groups; Do especially
invite these senlors or elders into'ydur group and zse the
fré; tlm?.thé? have for writing letters, makinqvphone calls,

.
L

&) testlfylng, babysitting, etc. -

9 T

©
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4.) Do flaunt your Catholicity and-your Catholic -
4trédition when it'éomés'to affirming your right to talk about
public policy'issues, and don't get caught without having
" done your homewofk. “

.) Do be open to vaflous styles of 1Qvolvcment'on

the part of your membership, and don’t qet too hung up with
organizational ﬁtructures. Some people llke to meet in homes
in groups of tpn whlle others like mectlnqs with 200 people

theré.:_Som dlsllkc meetings all together but love to makt\

‘phone calls. Everyone has a resource that needs to be tappea.

Do tap and use all these resourceg.

- Fy -~

Thege are only a few 1deas. I once - agaln 1nV1te our

-

panelisté to offer more -suggestions.,

—

Let me now conclude witlh a brief reflection on family

life and-parishﬂlife.
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CONCLUSION 3

©

Since around the year 1500 many'fnndamental ch.npes-have taken place

in that entity called Vestern society. A silent oné we have yet to

really ponder};q_its fpll”ihplicatinns for present-day and future living
concerns what Christopher“Lasch calls the attack on disease and the rise’

of the new religion of health. This attack has had unbelieavable demo-
graphic effects. As a result of this and other chanres too aumerous to
méntion, that social unit called the family experienced and continues to

: : ‘ .
experience various stresses and strains. (How o0ld or new these are is .

a point outside the bounds of our discussion today.) ‘ "
that while

s Present daJ research by persons ‘such as Laqch point outAthere have

beeén and continue to be stres®es and strains on ‘the {amlly as'a social

unit,'the family is not dead., A5 a matter of fact, the family unit 1is
endurinﬁ,remarkable well.

Nou, permit me to ask this qyestlon about some of the present day

\‘ - .
stresses -and "strains the fami ]y is underr01ny and endurlng. from_where

do they come? In vart, T think some arise from an overburdening of ex-

: pect&tioﬁé-;that is, ofteatimes, too much is ekpected of that;social

L |
.

'f‘unid composrd of parents and chiicren that we call fanily. This is

»

especialiy true when it comes to developing the skills necessary to

learn tv things: o )
& »

1) what it means to say forever--this is the issue

74_ of Eermanent commltman

- . 2) whaL it means to share an’ Jdentltyu—thls is the

issue of intimacy.

4
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Whep it comes to these issues*ny Qynch is that if not- .
always, then at least for a great part of humanity's histufy,

-'people reflected on the issues of permanent commitment and .
t * '3

intimacy and the relationship between the two.  , °

Today, though, the modern health and demographic’ revolu-

%

tions put these issues in a different context. It boils

down to this--tthen someone in 1978 says forever to an inti-

€
T4

mate qefationship, he or sh does it ~-oOr at‘leasﬁ should do

it -- knowing that he or she will probably live to bes75. or

’

80. In the history of humankind thi is a whole new ball-

.game, a ballqdme that demands we begln to develop ways of
c0p1ng with this dlfferent s1tuatlon. .

Let,me make two suggcstlons here as to how we may be
able to relieve the family of this overburdening. of expoecta-
tions and help to develop better skills in working through
some of the problems connected wiﬁi)

’ - - 3 ’ -
life-long'intimate cémmitment in today's world. The

v v ,,
first suggestion concerns the parish, and the second pastoral

‘ministry-- what fhe-parish is all about.

. .
I begin with an obvious enough statement. I think there

is a need for the. individual family as a social unit to re-
late to otherbtypes and forms of commnnity life: Let me be
morerspecific here. I amlfelking_about relationships that
are informal, -non—rational local permanent, rand 1oyalty—

',
based —-.patterns of relatlng fhat are fostered in real

\

nelghborhoods. These relatlonshlps give members of the fami-

[R:C unit some breathlng space —- both psychlcally and physi-

ot Proided by ERC .
- A Ad
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7 It is at this point that various voluntary orgahizations

{e.g. Knights of Corumppus, the Hibernians, etc.) and in parti-"*

« -

cular, the parish, become tremendous resources of support, )

\

—lencouragementg challenge and release. My conceptualization

. intergenerational |,
cf the parish is in terms of therso-called extended famlly

model from which are removed some of the obvious archalsms < .

~

and shorﬁgomlngs. L . )
A parish community islintergenerational in nature. It
has the past represented in its older members, the future

r

in its younger members, and the reality of the. present in

Al A

those who are somewhere in the middle 'elther as parents or”

51ngle people. This, of course, should not be seen as a
rlgld categor;zation. ' i

At the oore ofﬁthis intergeneratiogal abproaoh to parisir.
is a team of ofrITial intergenerqu;ional miniéters, both
clerical and lay (to use the terms with which Qe;are most
familar) wha take what people llke Mary Durkin and

Jehn Shea call a skills approach to pastoral ministry.

This approach to ministry see three skills as essential

e

to pastoral parish-based (or for:that matter--anywhere baséd)

ministry. These skills #¥elate - to the three basic components

of,parish life.

oo
o
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T ;: d e
Components: ' e ' Skills: N pe
. - . ‘ . . ./‘N
Relipious symbol-.system—- . Theological-~give ministry its
that is, the Catholic . - specific religious,dimension
Christian trad@tion : ) )
People ‘ ‘_ ' . Helping
v : )
Programs : Programming

B
.

o'
4

Now, I want to let you in on a secret: jyou who are members of

»

and involved in-parept'organizations are part qf the ministry team

’

I want to callpparish; You may not be officially recoSnizedles

) )

of ye@gigtt“l think you should be.
This' %nterpeneratlonal approach to parish llfe ano this SklllS

approach to team mlnlstry views parlsh essentially as a larger cop- J

'munlty of d1verse, sﬁaller, sub51d1ary communltles unlted around " WO

the Lord Jesus. -‘he parish, then, becomes a place whéere we tell
T . s ) '\,1 e ' -+
our stories and share our burdens on any number of levels. In :

K4

doing this we come'to appreciate the commonality of our predica-
ment as what Jack Shea calls ﬂmiddle people". He says:""

Our bep1nn1nrs .are not wholly our own. Our endings
. will most likely be beyond our conhrol. We are
middle prople. (STORIFS OF GOD, p. 17)

e 7

Yrs, we are middle neople, middle neonle on our way tc an

)

unimaginahle futurn(the% far transcends our present capceptualizations,

-

ag 1mportant ns .they are. But in tellinr our stories and in listening

to other pedwle tell their stories in that 1nterpeneratlona; caring

i

communitv called parish, we are affirmed in ouripellef that there is mo:

to 11fe ttan meets the eye, a hystery that enlives our middle. people
A

’ status. From. the Cathollc Christian perspectlve, trat's. the way thlngs

. reallx are’and that's the Good News that gives us the hope and courage 1

. to continue our everyday passages . and Journeys from life to death to 1i:

" and 8O on. END 24



